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The Customs and Diseases of the Neio Zealanders. To enter minutely into all the above causes of scrofula, is foreign to the object of this paper; but I may observe, that the sleeping houses of the natives are low in the roof, small, and often below the surface of the ground, with a small door and a small window, both of which are shut at night; and for ten hours of the twenty-four the men, women, and children respire an atmosphere which is as unwholesome as the most crowded and worst ventilated houses in some of the poor parts in London. In former days, the constant dread of war, and war itself?the uncertainty and difficulty of obtaining food, previous to the introduction of the fruitful European potatoes, made them exert themselves in fishing, killing birds, rats, gathering seeds, &c.; but now there is little dread of war, and a few days' labour is all that is required to plant potatoes sufficient for the year, and to collect a few pigs, and sell them, so as to obtain blankets and tobacco.
The rest of the year is spent in smoking, talking, reading, playing draughts, the indolent occupation of cleaning flax, and sleeping.
There are a few persons in some tribes actively engaged in commerce, and in cultivating wheat, but The tapuing of the sick, and their removal from among the healthy, is merely an extension of our laws for the prevention of contagious disease.
